
1

NEWS UPDATE    February 2009
O’Connor’s Corner

The hardest part is looking at a blank page, and wondering where to start. I was 
looking for inspirational words, something to “rally the troops” so to speak. But then, 
I remembered the Christmas party, which now seems like a long time ago. The 
Christmas Party was a great reminder of the community that is Near Media. There 
were over 100 volunteers and staff present, from Radio, TV, IT and Drama. There 
were young and young at heart, able bodied and disabled, people from North-East 
Dublin and further afield. In short there was a huge cross-section of the community at 
the party, catching up and making new friends. The event was a great reminder of the 
number and wide variety of people that make up Near Media Co-Op. I have always 
said that our strength lies in the commitment of all our staff and volunteers, and this 
year I would again encourage you to maintain your commitment to our project as we 
continue to grow. We are, as someone once remarked, “Powered by Imagination”. 
Looking forward to working with you throughout this coming year. If you have any 
comments or suggestions about any aspect of the Co-Op, don’t forget that you can 
contact me at dave@near.ie 
 
Dave O Connor
Secretary
Near Media Co-Op

Social News

Farewell and best of luck to Regina Rogers Fallon who recently left the 
Co-op’s CE scheme.

Welcome to Eamonn Costello and Naomi Brady who have recently joined our 
CE Scheme. 

*********************************************************************
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Near90fm Update

On 2nd February, the Minister for Lifelong Learning, Seán Haughey, T.D., launched 
‘Novel Interculturalism’, a series of seven radio programmes broadcast on Near 90 
fm, which aims to improve people’s understanding of the many cultures living 
together in local communities in North Dublin. The launch took place at the Near 90 
fm studios.
 
At the launch Minister Haughey praised  ‘Novel Interculturalism’ as a very 
worthwhile programme that provides an innovative way for communities to learn 
about the many cultures that now live together. 
 “It is one in a long line of pioneering initiatives that the people here in Near90fm 
have developed over the years to encourage learning and integration amongst all 
members of the community on Dublin's Northside ,” said Minister Haughey.

Tata Pume 

The final conference for the Tata Pume project took place recently in Seville. 
Attending the conference was Alan Braddish (Project Co-ordinator), Siobhan O’ 
Hanlon (Series Co-producer), Ciaran Oglesby (Series Co-producer), Esther Murphy 
(Academic Consultant), Aoibheann O’ Sullivan and Leticia Agudo (both Colaiste 
Dhulaigh)
This is the largest number of people we have ever sent to an international conference 
and is part of our ongoing relationship with the City of Dublin VEC and Colaiste 
Dhulaigh.
If you missed any of the Tata Pume programmes you can download them and other material 
from www.tatapume.org 

NEAR 90fm Programming
Dave O’ Connor will be taking a break from Saturday’s Rise and Shine this summer. 
Dara Duffy and Mark Staunton will be filling in for him.
The Sports Bag changes from Wednesdays at 7pm to Saturdays at 3pm and will now 
run for 2 hours.

                                    Newsletter Update – February 2009

http://www.tatapume.org
http://www.tatapume.org


3

The Senior Citizen’s Programme has moved from its slot on Saturday afternoons to 
Mondays at 2.30 and has been extended to 1 hour.
Polska Tygodniowka will extend to 90 minutes from 11th February  

Programme Profiles
Every month this year www.near.ie will publish a series a profiles of Near Media Co-op 
volunteers. The January profile with Paul Leonard is now online.

*****************************************************************

Broadcasting Bill 08
A new Broadcasting Bill is currently nearing completion and should be  
signed into law by March of this year. Near Media Co-Op’s committee have 
been heavily involved in lobbying for amendments that would assist both Near 
and other community radio stations.

The draft Bill shows that we have been very successful and we hope  
that these changes will be retained in the final Act.

Some of these are;  A strong Media Literacy definition. This is  
something we at Near will address in the coming years.  Ye are all  
goin' to become more (media) literate.

In terms of new digital developments, the new Authority will be  
obliged to 'consider the needs of community broadcaster in respect of  
digital broadcasting'.

In relation to the Sound & Vision scheme that we have been quite  
successful in accessing, the Scheme will have to have 'regard to the  
developmental needs of community broadcasters.'

New television and radio programmes can now be funded to deal with  
'global issues impacting on the state or other states' This is  
something we do now and intend increasing in the coming years.

Minister Eamon Ryan has been receptive to our calls for greater  
support for community media. Fingers crossed for the rest of this  
Bill's progress through the Dáil.
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Jack Byrne.

*******************************************************************

Headphones…headphones….headphones

Use them!!!  By not using them, you can never know what is going
out on-air. YouÕll never know how good or bad your programme 
sounds on-air. YouÕll never know if the transmitter has broken down, 
and you are no longer being heard!!!!

Headphones…..headphones….headphone……..Use them!!!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

And a few other radio pieces…

1) Community Noticeboard

The noticeboard is in the yellow folder in Studio 1, and is updated weekly. 
Please don’t write on the notices. Take a note of anything happenning in your 
locality and put it in the folder.

2) Radio Presentation – Hints

Use station jingles/ID’s between songs.

Remember to announce the station name a few times during your programme.

If your programme is repeated the next day, try not to mention time or the day 
itself. Say hello, instead of good afternoon, or good evening.

3) PC Update

There is a small library of music from Tracks X300 onwards. All suggestions 
welcome.

F1 – F10 on the keyboard are ‘Hotkeys’. When the PC fader is pushed up on 
the mixing desk, press one of these keys for an instant Station ID/Jingle
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Community Radio News from around the Country (with thanks to 
CRAOL, representing Community Radio Nationally. 
www.craol.ie for further details.

BCI to advertise for 6 new Community Radio Licences in 2009.  The BCI 
(Broadcasting Commission of Ireland) has announced plans to advertise licences for 6 
new community radio station in the latter half of 2009.  The new services to be 
advertised include two for Donegal (Inishowen south & north, south-west Donegal), 
two in the Mid –West (East Limerick and Shannon), and one in Athlone. The 
Commission has also approved the advertisement of a community of interest service 
for the student community of University College Dublin. Four existing licences (West 
Limerick, Roscommon, Dundalk, and West Dublin) will also be re-advertised in early 
2009. The Commission had sought expressions of interest in new and existing 
community and community of interest services in September 2008. A total of sixteen 
submissions were received.

New Station Manager appointed in South West Clare Community Radio. The 
new year has seen a new station manager in South West Clare. Ciarán Ryan who was 
formerly the training and development officer with West Limerick Community Radio, 
and briefly Station Manager with Wired FM has been appointed. With a wealth of 
experience, and an exciting mix of new and old faces in South West Clare to work 
with, it’s exciting times ahead. 

Community Radio Youghal Back broadcasting on 104FM since November.   
Community Radio Youghal is back on air under a full broadcasting licence after a 10 
month break while their studios were being refurbished. The station is broadcasting to 
Youghal Town and the surrounding area (Ardmore, Clashmore, Kinsalebeg, 
Knockanore, Killeagh, Inch and Ballymacoda amongst other places) on 104 fm. 

Wired FM back on air Wired Fm is back after their Christmas Break and all is going 
well at the station. A new text messaging service has been sponsored by Meteor and 
requests and comments can be made on 0857172999. In their ongoing work with 
youth groups in the community, 6 volunteers will be working with national and 
secondary students who are involved in the Northside Learning hub in Limerick city 
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to make programmes on the Environment and these programmes will then be 
broadcast on the station in the coming months.

REAL FM Cross-College Student Station for Dublin launched on Jan 15th 
RealFM is setting up a cross-college radio station in Dublin to make it easy for 
college students to get on the air. The REAL FM launch night was held sucessfully on 
15th January with a free gig on the night with music by DuBreak, the Cujo Family 
and Raggedy Soul. For more information on Real FM email don@realfm.ie.

FOCUS ON ....   A Women’s Network in Community Radio
“On Friday 17 October 2008 I went back home, to Madrid, for a weekend. However, I 
was not to be the guest of honour in a family gathering, but the participant in the first 
European gathering of women radio activists. The meeting was organised by AMARC 
Women's Network, and hosted by the women's group of Madrid's community station 
Radio Vallecas. Believe me, it was really exciting to mix with other women activists 
from all over Europe and Latin America to share knowledge and exchange 
experiences on the situation of community radios throughout Europe and the role of 
women on radio and in society. 
Some of the key issues for discussions were the lack of cohesion within the EU or 
Europe on the definition of community radio, as there is not agreement about 
community radio in questions of regulation or access to funds. There were examples 
from Spain, Ireland -from Margaretta Darcy- and France. Then, it was the turn of the 
Community Radio women to illustrate how their work on radio has impacted of their 
work in their own organisations and on society, and how women are using networks 
to reinforce their message for a more equalitarian society.
Being there I felt that we in Ireland, as community radio women activists, are quite 
behind in what is the advance of a women agenda and gender equality at 
organisational and programming levels. Even Spanish community radio, which are 
still struggling to be recognised as a third sector in broadcasting- have develop their 
own women-supportive structures in radio and very strong networks to include 
feminist and women organisations.
As I arrived back in Dublin on Saturday, as those women broadcasters in Madrid 
were still reaching their conclusions, I felt re-energised. On that bank holiday 
Monday, Near90fm was planning a special 'RockOctober' music broadcast. I 
volunteered to do a two hours programme on exclusively women rock artists. Believe 
me, I never considered myself a feminist, and I have been very critical of some 
feminist definitions of what the role of women in society should be. But over the 
philosophical and sociological questions I saw the very practical benefits that the 
establishment of a women network could bring not only to community radio -through 
initiatives such as programme exchange, project partnerships, board membership, 
etc- but to our communities through the involvement and participation of more women 
on community station at all levels, and the promotion of women artist! ic expression 
through community radio broadcasts. 
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At local level, radio stations could produce statistics of women participation at all 
organisational and broadcasting levels. CRAOL could compile this statistics as an 
initial step to evaluate women participation in community radio in Ireland. Some of 
the information compiled could answer  questions such as the reasons why they 
participate in community radio, whether they find that community radio is a friendly 
medium for women, what would they change within their radio station; what do they 
think are the principal obstacles to the advancement of a women’s agenda in their 
radio stations, and importantly whether they would be interested in the creation of a 
network of community broadcaster women in Ireland.”

Sally Galiana – Station Manager Near90fm

Sound and Vision Update Feb ‘09

The deadline for Radio Round 8 is yet to be announced by the BCI but it will most 
likely be April 09. Near 90fm are working on a number of ideas but we always 
welcome new ideas and input from staff and volunteers. Events and Ideas for the final 
quarter of 2009 are now also most welcome. So if you have an idea for a project 
please get in touch with paul@near.ie or 8485211. 

Near 90fm were successful with two projects from Sound and Vision Radio Round 7. 
The successful projects are ‘Mol and Óige’, an Irish language schools project and 
‘Northside Blues’, a Live Blues Music project. Both projects are now well into the 
pre-production process. Look out for updates on the website for when the 
programmes will be broadcast on Near 90 fm. 

Congratulations to Ciaran Murray, Pat Rogers, Pat Lynch, George Mulcahy, 
Dave O’ Connor and all the volunteers who helped produce Novel Interculturalism. 
The series is of the highest quality and a huge success. The fantastic turnout at the 
Official Launch by Minister Sean Haughey on Monday February 2nd is testament to 
the hard work and dedication that went into the project. The series is currently 
available on our podcast @ www.near.ie/podcast

In January 2008 Near90fm with assistance from Sound and Vision began producing 9 
hours of music documentaries, entitled Music Specials. One year into this production 
six of the nine programmes, The Near90fm Sessions and The SARI Sessions, have 
already been broadcast. The final three programmes in the Series, The Comhaltas 
Sessions, will be broadcast on the following dates: 
Wed 11th Feb 2.30 -3.30pm
(R) Tues Feb 17th 9 -10pm

Wed 18th Feb 2.30 -3.30pm
(R) Tues 24th Feb 9 -10pm
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Wed 25th Feb 2.30 -3.30pm
(R) Tues 3rd March 9 -10pm

These three programmes will feature great music from the young people of 
Beaumont, Sean Tracey and Kinsealy Comhaltas branches and interviews with 
parents and volunteers. Tune in to discover you do not need The All Ireland Talent 
Show to here amazingly talented young musicians, they are right on our doorstep.

Upcoming S&V broadcasts will include U Got the Power (environmental 
documentaries) Walks on the Northside (Local heritage and culture) and 
The Rise of Brian Boru (Docu/drama recounting the early life of the legendary 
figure). Check the website for exact times and dates.

We are also working on rounding off successful projects from previous rounds and 
this will include rotating S&V productions on Near90fm’s Podcast service so listeners 
will have access to this material not just in Northeast Dublin but all over the world. 
Currently up on Podcast is The SARI Sessions and The Near90 fm Sessions. Log on 
www.near.ie/podcast for the latest podcast and updates.

Digital Editing / Marantz Training

If any staff or volunteers would like to avail of one to one training please get in touch 
with paul@near.ie or 8485211.

NearTV Update

NearTV have had a busy start to 2009.

Aontas Adult Learning Festival

NearTV were delighted to be have been involved in filming for the Aontas 
Adult Learning Festival throughout Jan & early Feb 2009. Not only because 
of the theme of the event but also the interactive and inclusive nature of the 
filming. 

A number of short interviews were filmed with Mary Davis, Director of 
Special Olympics Europe, Turlough O’Sullivan, Director IBEC, Kathleen 
Lynch, Professor of Equality Studies UCD, Colm Harmon, Director of the 
Geary Institute UCD, Sally-Ann Kinihan, ICTU and Tom Collins, Head of 
Education Maynooth. 

In these interviews they gave their views on why the Government should 
invest in adult education. These clips were then shown on a screen in 
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between speakers  at the closing event of the Aontas Adult Learners festival 
in The National Library. 

NearTV also set up a soapbox at this event where people attending were 
given the opportunity to have their say on the importance of investment in 
adult education. Both the soapbox vox-pops and the previously produced 
interviews will be used in the future as  a tool to highlight the importance of 
investment in Adult Education both on the Aontas website and at other 
events.

The production team included Connla Lyons, Camera & Editor, David 
Quinn & Eric Gaffney, Sound and Elaine King, Production Manager. 
NearTV would like to thank our work experience people Aine Carroll and 
Imogen Jeninson who acted as camera assistants and Xiao ting Zhou who 
was the PA at the Aontas event. We would also like to thank Niamh Farren, 
Communications Officer, Aontas. 

Volunteers
A Volunteer meeting was well attended and NearTV are delighted that 

our established Volunteers will be involved in the production of Northside 
Focus 2. We will be having regular Volunteer meetings and hope that great 
creativity and community involvement are to come!

Other Volunteer News
Dave Donnellan and Arthur Sheridan two of NearTV’s well-established 

volunteers have completed the first round of a specially commissioned course 
that was  held in the Digital Hub. They have now had their ideas for 
programme content passed by the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland, so 
well done to them.

The next stage of the project is when the group finally get into the 
studio and make their programmes. DCTV have congratulated Dave and 
Arthur on their commitment, enthusiasm and interest. And NearTV would like 
to add their congratulations and look forward to working with them in the 
production. 

Other Productions 

Colaiste Dhulaigh Open Day 
NearTV filmed at the Colaiste Dhulaigh Learning at Work Seminar and 

Open Day. These events were very well organized and there was a great 
attendance. A short piece on these events will be shown on DCTV. 
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Novel Inter-culturalism Launch 
NearTV also filmed at the well-attended Near90fm Novel Inter-

culturalism Launch. Novel Inter-culturalism is a radio series in which Irish 
people were given the opportunity to learn about different cultures through 
literature. Minister Sean Haughey launched the series and we were delighted 
to interview him at the event, as well people who took part in the Radio 
Programme.  A short piece on this will also be shown on DCTV. 

Would you like to become a NearTV Volunteer?
NearTV is  actively recruiting volunteers. A volunteer training course will 

be held at the end of February to take part in the course or for more details 
please email: Elaine@near.ie.
 

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

Near Website
You'll have noticed by now that our new website is now running along  
very well with regular updates and new features. Now we want to take  
as many contributions from individual programmes as possible. We can  
do this in either of 2 ways. You can send us on a link to your  
website, myspace, facebook or bebo page, or any other social  
networking site and we can feed anyone new content you put up onto the  
main Near fm website. Or we can do a profile on the website for your  
programme.  So if you want to send me a link to your website or social  
networking page then do so at gavin@near.ie. The same goes for if you  
would like us to profile your programme on the website.
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